MATTHEW 
JESUS THE MESSIAH 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

The name Matthew means “Gift of the Lord,” 

He was the son of Alphaeus (Luke 5:27). 

Matthew is also called Levi (Mark 2:14: Luke 5:27) 

A tax collector who left everything to follow Christ (Luke 5:27-28) 
Matthew was one of the 12 apostles (10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15). 
He is mentioned only twice in his gospel account. 


* First, when Jesus called him (Mat 9:9) and, second, when in the list of the Twelve (Matt. 10:3). 
* The appearance of his name in the Bible is in Acts 1:13 


* ** * * * 


* The authorship of the Gospel has traditionally been attributed to St. Matthew the Evangelist 

* Interestingly, Matthew is the only Gospel in which the word church appears (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). 

* Matthew's emphasis on the Old Testament preparation for the gospel makes it an ideal “bridge” from 
the Old to the New Testament. 


Chapters: 28 
Verses: 1071 
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BACKGROUND OF MATTHEW | 
The book of Matthew is a Gospel that contains 
* Narrative History, 
* Genealogy, 
* Parables, 


* Sermons 


* Prophetic Oracles. 


The style of the book is exactly what would be expected of a man who was once a tax collector 
a. Attention to Detail 
b. Frequent reference to money—more frequent than the other gospel writer 

e He uses unique monetary terms (drachma in 17:24; stater in 17:25; talent in 18:24, 25); 

e he alone of the synoptists soeaks of gold and silver; 

e Matthew contains the only two parables on talents (chs. 18, 25); 

e he uses tax-collector-type terminology (“debts” in 6:12); “bankers” (25:27) 
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THE FIVE DIVISIONS | 


The whole Gospel is woven around five great discourses on 5 title heads such as: 
1. ETHICS - the Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29) 

. DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSIONS - the Commissioning of the Apostles (10:1-42) 
. THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN - Parables about the Kingdom (13:1-52), 

THE CHURCH - Relationships in the Kingdom (18:1-35) 

THE END TIMES - the Olivet Discourse (24:1-25:46) 


Wp WN 


* The five-fold division may suggest that Matthew has modeled his book on the structure of the Pentateuch (the first 
tive books of the OT). 


* He may also be presenting the gospel as a new Torah and Jesus as a new and greater Moses 


Each of these sections ends with a similar formulation: 


"Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching..." (7:28) 


"Now when Jesus had finished teaching his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim..." (11:1) 
"When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place..." (13:53) 

"When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee..." (19:1) 

"When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples..." (26:1) 
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THE JEWISH FLAVOUR 

° This book is written: 

e By a Jew 
¢ To the Jews 
e About a Jew - The Messiah 

° it is interesting that Matthew does not explain Jewish culture like the other evangelists (cf. Mark 
7:3, John 19:40), which also adds to the argument that he is writing to Jews. 

e The author was familiar with geography (2:23), Jewish customs (cf. 1:18-19), Jewish history (he 
calls Herod Antipas “tetrarch” instead of “king”), he displays a concern for the OT law (5:1 7-20) 
and puts an emphasis on the evangelistic mission to the Jewish nation as well (ch. 10). 

e Matthew's Gospel was written in the early church period, possibly the early part of A.D. 50 when 
the church was largely Jewish and the gospel was preached to Jews only (Ac 11:19). 


e Matthew uses the term "kingdom of heaven" 33 times. He uses the phrase "kingdom of God" 
only 5 times, in line with the Jewish hesitancy to directly mention God. 
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_ JESUS - THE MESSIAH 


In a world where many in the Jewish community had claimed the role of Messiah for themselves, 

Matthew's commitment to grounding the life of Jesus in the Old Testament raised Jesus above 

the multitude of these false messiahs. 

1. He is from the line of Abraham - He reflected this concern in his opening line, “The record 
of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). 

2. He is the Long-awaited Messiah King - In chapter one there is a royal genealogy 
mentioning king David at the start. 

The genealogy is broken down into three groups: 

* from Abraham to David (1:2-6), 

* from David to the Babylonian captivity (1:6-11), and 

* from the Babylonian captivity to the birth of Jesus (1:11-16) (cf. 1:17). 

This genealogy substantiates Jesus’ legal claim as a rightful and legal heir to the Throne of 

David. 
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JESUS - THE SON OF DAVID 


* He assigns the title "Son of David" to Jesus nine times (1:1;9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9,15; 22:41-45). 
In David the family rose to royal power and at the captivity it lost it again. 

In Christ it regained it. 

Ch.2 - the kingly gifts of the Magi. 

Ch.3 - calls John the Baptist a "herald" which is a cultural term that represents a herald for a king. 


* * %*«* 


THE COMPASSION OF A KING 
Healing of leprosy, paralysis, and fever are cured - emphasize compassion (8:1-17), perhaps to show that the 


king takes care of his subjects. 


THE COMMANDING POWER OF A KING - emphasize Jesus’ authority (8:23-9:8) 

* in the realm of nature (calming the storm, 8:23-27), 

* in the realm of the supernatural (the healing of the two Gadarene demoniacs, 8:28-34), 

* in the realm of the spiritual (healing of a paralytic along with the forgiveness of his sins, 9:1-8). 
The extent of the king's authority is seen to be immense and his kingdom to be more than physical. 
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- JESUS - THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY 


Matthew quotes extensively from the prophets, frequently using the phrase “as was 
spoken through the prophet(s)” (Matthew 1:22-23, 2:5-6, 2:15, 4:13-16, 8:16-17, 13:35, 
21:4-5). 

These verses refer to the Old Testament prophecies of 

* His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14) 

* in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), 

* His return from Egypt after the death of Herod (Hosea 11:1), 

* His ministry to the Gentiles (Isaiah 9:1-2; 60:1-3), 

* His miraculous healings of both body and soul (Isaiah 53:4), 

* His speaking in parables (Psalm 78:2), and 


* His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Zechariah 9:9). 
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- THE FIVE WITHDRAWALS OF JESUS 
Five successive withdrawals are recorded by Matthew: 
(1) to a “deserted place” in which he still performed miracles (feeding the five 


thousand [14:13-21], walking on the water [14:22-33], and healing the sick at 
Gennesaret [14:34-36]), and could not get away from the Pharisees (15:1-20); 


(2) to Phoenicia in which he healed a Gentile woman’s daughter (15:21-28)—giving 
further evidence that the kingdom was opening up to Gentiles; 


(3) to the Sea of Galilee where he again fed the multitudes (15:29-38),; 


(4) to Magadan where he instructed his disciples about the “leaven” in the Pharisees’ 
teaching (15:39; 16:5-12); 


(5) to Caesarea Philippi, where he made it known to his disciples that he was the Christ  —__ 
(16:13-20). soe 
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THE RISE AND REBUKE 
Peter plays an especially prominent role in Matthew: 
* this is the only place we find the story of Peter trying to walk out to Jesus on the water (14:28-31), 


- * the only mention of Peter's question about how many times to forgive (18:21-22), 
_ * the only place we are told that Peter is the “rock” upon which Jesus will build his church 


The Harsh Rebuke of the leaders of the Jewish people, particularly the Pharisees by Jesus: 
_ * Itis important for us to remember that tor Jews, Pharisees are positive. 
* They sought faithful adherence to God's law, 
 * offered sophisticated, learned interpretations of the Torah; 
* many consider them to be the spiritual fathers of modern Judaism. 
* In Matthew, Jesus condemns their “hypocrisy” and includes a long list of “woes” and unfavorable 
comparisons (Matt. 23:1- 39). 
* Especially troubling is the “blood curse” of Matt 27:25, which, as we shall see, reflects Matthew's 
attempt to make sense of the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple. 
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‘| 4. True righteousness sought by true 4. False righteousness sought by casuistry a 
‘| desire (v. 6). (vv. 16-22). Eo 
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5. Mercy "omitted" and "left undone" 


_| 5. The merciful obtaining mercy (v. 7). 
23, 24). 


| 6. Purity within, and the vision of God 6. Purity without, uncleanness within. 
hereafter (v. 8). "Blindness" (vv. 25, 26). 


: 7. Peacemakers, the sons of God (v. 9). 7. Hypocrites, and lawless (vv. 27, 28). ee 
| 8. The persecuted (vv. 10-1 2). 8. The persecutors (vv. 29-33). . 
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 
The Birth and Early Years of Jesus (chs. 1-2) 
o His Genealogy (1:1-17) 
o His Birth (1:18-2:12) 
0 His Sojourn in Egypt (2:13-23) 
The Beginnings of Jesus’ Ministry (3:1—4:11) 
o His Forerunner (3:1-12) 
o His Baptism (3:13-17) 
o His Temptation (4:1-11) 
Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:12-14:12) 
0 The Beginning of the Galilean Campaign 
(4:12-25) 
o The Sermon onthe Mount (chs. 5-7) 
o A Collection of Miracles (chs. 8-9) 


0 The Commissioning of the 12 Apostles 
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o Ministry throughout Galilee (chs. 11-12) 
o The Parables of the Kingdom (ch. 13) 
o Herod's Reaction to Jesus’ Ministry (14:1- 
12) 
Jesus’ Withdrawals from Galilee (14:13- 
17:20) 
o To the Eastern Shore of the Sea of 
Galilee (14:13-15:20) 
o To Phoenicia (15:21-28) 
o To the Decapolis (15:29-16:1 2) 

o To Caesarea Philippi (16:13-1 7:20) 
Jesus’ Last Ministry in Galilee (17:22—18:35) 
o Prediction of Jesus’ Death (17:22-23) 

o Temple Tax (17:24-27) 
0 Discourse on Life i in the SSUES fen. Wey 
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 


Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (ch.19-20) 


O 


O 


O 


O 


O 


Teaching concerning Divorce (19:1-12) 
Teaching concerning Little Children 
(19:13-15) 

The Rich Young Man (19:16-30) 

The Parable of the Workers in the 
Vineyard (20:1-16) 

Prediction of Jesus’ Death (20:17-19) 

A Mother's Request (20:20-28) 
Restoration of Sight at Jericho (20:29-34) 


Passion Week (chs. 21-27) 


O 


O 


The Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as King 


(21:1-11) 


The Cleansing of the Temple (21:12-17) 


The Last Controversies with the Jewish 
Leaders (21:18-—23:39) 

The Olivet Discourse (chs. 24-25) 

The Anointing of Jesus’ Feet (26:1-13) 
The Arrest, Trials and Death of Jesus 
(26:14—27:66) 


The Resurrection (ch. 28) 


O 


The Earthquake and the Angel's 
Announcement (28:1-7) 

Jesus’ Encounter with the Women (28:8- 
10) 

The Guards’ Report and the Jewish 
Elders’ Bribe (28:11-15) 

The Great Commission (28:16-20) 


